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0:01 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie: 

Right now. Perfect. Thank you. 

 

0:04 Treasurer James Dinwiddie: 

You have the agenda, or you have the agenda there. 

 

0:08 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

No you want to bring it to me, Jim. Here. I'm looking at my phone right now. Can we take 

seconds here? 

 

0:12 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Yeah, it's on the phone.  

 

Treasurer James Dinwiddie: 

So Greg, are things going to ease up with Disneyland opening. I think the community is going to 

be happy. 

 

Greg Garcia  

I hope so. Just kind of 

 

0:56 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

is Maggie here? 

 

0:59 Kimberly Kelemen:  

No, Maggie is not here today. 

 

1:01 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie: 

Who's taking the minutes? 

 

1:03 Kimberly Kelemen:  

We're recording the meeting. 

 

1:05 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie: 

Okay, perfect. Okay. So, let me see the agenda, March 22. Okay, so that we have the call to 

order. And then the oath of office? Is someone taking the oath of office today? 

 

1:22 Kimberly Kelemen: 

Yes, we're doing that for Elizabeth.  Elizabeth? 

 

1:27 Commissioner Elizabeth Jabaz: 

Yes, I'm ready. 
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1:29 Kimberly Kelemen: 

Wonderful. Can you raise your right hand for me? 

 

1:33 Kimberly Kelemen: 

 

Then you'll repeat after me. I state your name. 

 

1:38 Commissioner Elizabeth Jabaz 

I Elizabeth Jabaz do solemnly affirm that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 

States and the Constitution of the State of California against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 

that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the United States and the 

Constitution of the State of California; that I take this obligation freely, without mental 

reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon 

which I am about to enter. 

 

3:08 Kimberly Kelemen: 

Congratulations. 

 

3:12 Commissioner Elizabeth Jabaz  

Yay. Thank you. 

 

Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

So before we go to the minutes, I'm going to go ahead and read off names and if you're here, can 

you say yes, and that way we'll have it on the record. 

 

Paul Anderson, Yes 

 

Kevin Barrot, Yes 

 

Taline, is she here yet? Not yet. Lori? 

 

3:32 Treasurer James Dinwiddie: 

I just gave her the call in information, so she's probably calling in now. 

 

3:36 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Lori is here. James Dinwiddie is here. Emily Are you here?  Elizabeth? Here. Steven?  Larry. 

Yes, ma'am. Dara?  Germaine?  Brian?  Here.  Anna? 

 

4:00 Commissioner Brian Stanley:  

This is two Brian’s, which one. 

 

4:03 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Brian O'Neal and Brian Stanley. So you're both here. Yes. And then, LaShe, I see her she's also 

here. 
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LaShe Rodriguez: 

Yes, I'm here. 

 

Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Perfect. Thank you. Can everybody review the minutes.  Has everybody reviewed them? Yes. 

We have anybody who wants to move for approval. 

 

4:22 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Larry will? 

 

4:24 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Second, do we have a second. Okay, perfect. Anybody need any time to read those?  

 

4:28 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Second by Jim. 

 

4:31 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie: 

Perfect. All in favor say aye. Aye. Aye. Anybody opposed? Okay, the minutes are okay. On to 

the approval of the Treasurer's Report. Jim? 

 

4:45 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Yeah, you have in front of you the same Treasury report. Basically it's it hasn't been updated. It’s 

been updated, but we haven't had any transactions since the February 2020. We've had no 

transaction so virtually it's exactly the same as we approved last month, just so you can confirm 

that nothing is missing is the key. So if I can get a motion to approve that? And the second to 

approve. Thank you, Larry. Second? No, that was Paul. That was Paul. But Larry will second it. 

Paul and Larry, you sound exactly like twins. 

 

5:25 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Yeah, we look alike to. 

 

Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Is there any questions on it? And all does anybody have any ideas. And I will continue to leave. 

And it's kind of odd that the 2019 outbound exchange is still there. But that just gives us an idea 

of the cost of each of our events, and of course, the fundraisers we had. So basically, those just 

roll over until it's time as you replace them with the next one. So we had a net loss of, well, you 

know, net loss of about $1,300 on the outbound exchange, and I don't want to call it a profit. But 

under inbound exchange, I guess I didn't have a profit or loss. So. So well, everything looks good 

with two fundraisers. One of $3,00 and of $2600, approximately, so we're still sitting in good 

shape as well $15,800.36, so thank you all. 

 

6:27 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

So Taline is here.  Taline I'm gonna let you take care of it from here on out. We have a motion 

and a second to approve the Treasurer's Report. 
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Chair Taline Cole:  

Here, you are doing a great job. You could keep going.  

 

Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Go ahead. 

 

Chair Taline Cole:  

Alright. Then,  I guess all in favor of the Treasurer’s Report say Aye. Aye. 

 

6:53 

Aye. 

 

6:55 Chair Taline Cole:  

Is there anyone opposed? Anyone? 

 

7:06 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:   

Taline, you're coming in and out? Sorry. 

 

7:13 Chair Taline Cole:  

I don't know, let me turn off my video. Okay, that helps. All right. Was anyone a post? Nope. 

Okay. Anybody staining? Okay, then the Treasurer's Report passed. So the next thing on the 

agenda possibility of a virtual exchange with Mito?   I believe. I forget who it was that was going 

to lead up this discussion. Was it Kevin? 

 

7:56  Commissioner Kevin Barrot:  

No, I think it was Dara. And I was going to help him with that. 

 

8:03 Chair Taline Cole:  

Did you guys have an opportunity to discuss anything for the virtual exchange? 

 

8:09 Commissioner Kevin Barrot:  

Not since the last meeting, no. But I'll try to reach out to him. 

 

8:15 Chair Taline Cole:  

All right. Does anyone else have anything on that point? All right. And I guess we will move on 

to the Victoria-Gasteiz relationship update. Was that Germaine? 

 

8:33 Commissioner Paul Anderson:  

I read in the minutes from last meeting, that that was Germaine. She is not here today. I'm going 

to connect with her because Ted White who works for the city is supposed to have a connection. 

and maybe he doesn't like me, because we've never communicated about it. But one of the guys 

from Victoria-Gasteiz stayed with him and is apparently friendly with their family. So he should 

be a good resource. And maybe Germaine will have better luck connecting with him. 

 

9:04 Chair Taline Cole:  

Yeah, I told Germaine to reach out to you because you had done a lot of work. I know. 
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9:08 Commissioner Paul Anderson:  

I tried to, I tried to do a lot of work. I didn’t. 

 

Chair Taline Cole:  

Trying to find a contact and make that connection. 

 

9:14 Commissioner Paul Anderson:  

Yeah. Ted White’s kids and my kid went to school together, so I don't have a problem reaching 

out to him and saying, hey, Germaine is your lady. So they should be able to get some 

connection going with Vitoria. 

 

9:30 Chair Taline Cole:  

Okay.  Thank you Paul. 

 

9:33 Greg Garcia: 

I can send a Ted White a quick note to give him a heads up. 

 

9:40 Chair Taline Cole:  

Perfect. Thank you guys. Alright, anything else on that? I don't think so since Germaine was 

going to focus on that she had to… she wasn't able to make today's meeting.  

 

Chair Taline Cole::  

Okay. Um, the China relationships discussion about Pudong.   So I know that was something that 

I think Larry wanted to talk about as far as like what we want to do with that relationship. And so 

I just want to open it up for discussion right now. 

 

10:12  Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Well, I brought it up. So do you want me to kick it off? 

 

10:16 Chair Taline Cole:  

Sure 

 

10:17 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Sure. Quite frankly, I am. Absolutely I don't know what the word would be stunned, befuddled, 

mind blown, that we're even having this conversation. I'm not going to bother going into the 

damage that was done worldwide, or even in our country, or even in our state. Just look at what 

has happened to Anaheim.  

 

And why we would even consider having a conversation with these people, let alone inviting 

them over for a campfire and slow dance to a bunch of Joan Baez albums. I have no idea.  

 

It's to me, it's just, it just pales with insanity, that we would even consider that. Brian, you're, 

you're there? How many days in the last year have our students been in classrooms? Well, the 

answer would be none zero,  
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Brian O'Neal, Brian O'Neal, Brian O'Neal? Well, the city for all intensive purposes, our kids 

have been out of school for a year, the city, the people are unemployed, the city for all intensive 

purposes and is teetering on bankruptcy. And we want to we want to court these people? It 

makes total. No sense to me at all. And I can't believe that anybody would even want to do that. 

 

11:47 Chair Taline Cole:  

All right, so my position is that that has already been done. Number one, but number two, it's the 

point and purpose of Sister Cities is to learn about other cultures to create these connections 

among other cities across the world. And, you know, learn about different people and customs 

and backgrounds. And I don't think that people of Pudong, China that live there every day, the 

citizens of that city, you know, did anything to the city of Anaheim. So whether you feel you 

agree with their government or not, I think that's a different issue. But I think that sister cities,  

the purpose behind it, and the meaning, you know, behind it, is to foster relationships with the 

citizens of other cities. And so you could disagree with government. But I don't, I mean, I 

disagree with my own government half the time, but I don't want someone from another country 

to hold that against me. Right? and not not be friendly to me because of what my government has 

chosen to do or not do. And I think that the purpose of sister cities is to look beyond that and past 

that. So I don't really know if this is even something we can vote on or or how this works. But 

Greg, do you have anything you want to add? 

 

13:09 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Taline let me add something. First of all, you have to be awful naive not to understand that not 

one thing is said or done in the country of China that isn't government. 

 

Commissioner Brian Stanley:  

And 100% communist, it's a communist country and that does not fit with Anaheim or the United 

States of America.  

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

And I think what needs to be done is a letter needs to be written in a you know, I’ll volunteer to 

write it. That basically says to Pudong that we're discontinuing any communications with you for 

the long indefinite future. End of sentence.  

 

Commissioner Brian Stanley:  

I agree.  

 

Greg Garcia: 

So Taline, you asked me the question. You know, obviously, this is an advisory body to the city 

council. So if this body wants to take a position on this, you know, all it would take would be a 

motion of sorts to do that. I mean, obviously, Larry is welcome to his opinion. I, I strongly 

disagree. And I think it's incredibly insensitive, especially considering what's going on right now, 

in our own country. And so to blame a country for the pandemic that occurred and the economic 

impact that has resulted is terribly, terribly short sighted in my own opinion, but like I said, 

you're welcome to share your own opinions on this. I don't know if it would be wise for the city 

to do anything like that, at this point in time, considering, you know, everything that's going on 

in the world, but again, I guess that's up to this body to weigh in, and everyone has their own 
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opinions and it's, it's the it would be the opinions of this body and whether or not they wanted to 

weigh in with the City Council on that position or not. It’s kind of how it would go down.  

 

Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

I think that if we could add something to that is, I think the best example is to see what comes 

out of this in the next 12 months. I don't believe that making recommendation to council would 

would help our side or their side for any matter. I mean, I do understand what the Larry's getting 

out and what we've went through. But at the same time, Pudong has been on this agenda for 

eight, nine years now. And we really got nowhere with regards to their commitment to us or, or 

vice versa. So I think to let it go would be a probably a better solution. And if something comes 

up, we can then vote, how we want to approach whatever event or whatever kind of exchange 

they want to do. That's my political.  

 

Greg Garcia: 

It's an important point, James, that there's nothing pending before this body with regards to 

Pudong.  You know, the city council and a lot of council members that are currently on the city 

council, you know, voted to approve a relationship with them. But, to your point, you know, it's 

not like they have a trip planned here in the next 12 months. It's not like this group has a trip 

planned over there. It was all about just a relationship based on similar experiences with regard 

to, you know, the Disney Resort in both communities and, and commerce centers and tourism 

centers. And that's it. But there's no, no, at least not I'm aware of no recent action or necessary 

action that needs to be taken. So maybe a wait and see approach is the way to go, it may just 

fizzle and turn into nothing anyway, Larry, and if that's the case, then this body could almost just 

kind of not do anything, and then kind of let it go away on its own. And I don't think anyone 

would be, you know, hurt by that, to be perfectly honest.  

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Greg that's fine with me, this whole thing came up last meeting because it was suggested by a 

member that we entertain communications with these people, and you just let it drop and let it go 

away is just fine with me. 

 

17:23 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

I mean, Greg was it ever finalized. Are we finalized the sister city with them? Or are we still in 

limbo?  

 

Greg Garcia:  

That’s a good question.  So there was a document that was signed by both communities and it 

was just like a commandment to be friendship cities, friendly with each other, and with the 

potential to explore any further relationship, but that was it. And so nothing required on our side, 

nothing required on their side. And, you know, if, if this body in the city chooses not to pursue 

anything, then it just kind of, you know, it is what it is, right?  

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

We if  Pudong out of a gesture of friendliness or kindness or whatever word you want to use 

wants to write a check for 150 million to the city of Anaheim to reimburse us for the damage that 

has been done, then I would probably look kindly on that.  
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Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

You'll cash the check.  

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Yeah.  

 

Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

I just think we can focus our effort on other sister cities that we've talked about, and try to create 

a better relationship, because we really haven't had a significant role with Pudong. You know, as 

as, which is kind of an issue, you know, when we went together with Disney trying to put that 

together, but I think looking to other sister cities may be an answer. In fact, the if you look at the 

sister city website, it's completely everywhere. I mean, there's it's not been, maybe it's this is last 

year, but there's not a lot of things going on around the sister city in general. And of course, no 

travel anywhere. So I think a lot of that has to do with the, you know, everybody's like us been in 

a situation with virtual meetings for a year, or maybe had no meetings in a year. So let them lie 

where they're at. And we'll, we'll revisit that when it comes time. 

 

19:15 Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

Cuz I'm looking right now at the website, and we have listed Mito and Vitoria-Gasteiz, so maybe 

we just kind of don't mention Pudong anymore for a while and maybe revisit it like I said in 12 

months and see where we sit. Every 12 months, we just revisit it internally and see, you know, I 

don't know. 

 

19:37 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Taline do you want a motion? 

 

19:42 Chair Taline Cole:  

No, why do we need to make a motion? 

 

19:45 Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

I don't think we do.  

 

Chair Taline Cole:  

We just keep this status quo, which is where we currently we have something like Greg said that 

we find that we're friendly cities but they haven't done anything. We haven't reached out actively 

to them and they haven't reached out actively to us to move forward or do anything else. And if 

and when that time comes, we could re-discuss on the commission what we should do in 

response to that. So I think we just keep this status quo. 

 

20:16 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Excellent. Put that time into Vitoria-Gasteiz and get that back and going again. 

 

20:25 Chair Taline Cole:  

All right. So can we I think that's it right, because we're done with that we can move on. All 

right. Awesome. Thank you. All right. So I don't think, do we have any public comments? I don't 
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know if they can, because that is where I was.  Sorry, you guys, I was late. I was on like the, 

from the sister city commission, like web page, and I logged on right there. And I could hear you 

guys talking. But I couldn't say anything. So maybe some people are listening. I have no idea. 

 

20:58 Kimberly Kelemen:  

We don't have any comments Taline. 

 

21:02 Chair Taline Cole:  

Commissioner Comments. 

 

21:08 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Just as soon as we can get on, get on with meetings that I think we should move forward with 

that, because I think it's more, we get a lot more done when we actually are sitting at a table and 

can come up with some answers and take the time that we need to take.  

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

I agree with Jim. Greg, can you look into that for us?  

 

Greg Garcia: 

Yeah, I'll talk to the city clerk and see what some of the other groups and commissions have been 

doing.  But, you know, things are moving pretty quickly now that we're in different tiers. And so 

I'm sure it's something that we could revisit and hopefully make happen by the time your next 

meeting is scheduled. 

 

Commissioner Larry Larsen:  

Great. 

 

21:47 Chair Taline Cole:  

Perfect, I guess my I do have a comment just in general about some of these things that we had 

on our agenda for last month. Let's try moving forward. If you guys could get Kevin and Dara, I 

think it was with the virtual exchange. Because if we do want to set something up like that, we're 

going to need to figure out how that's going to all work, right, and the timeline. And so we would 

want to know, what was what the thoughts are around that sooner rather than later. So if we do 

need to set up some kind of subcommittee or reach out to Mito, right? and see if they're even 

interested, but I don't want to reach out to them until we have some kind of proposal or thoughts. 

And it could be just general, you know, that general ideas of how it would work. And then we 

could like, you know, put together that subcommittee and I could reach out to Mito, and we 

could move from there and see if they're even interested in something like that. And also, I 

would just want to thank Kevin too again, up to date with the with our social media. Thank you, 

Kevin. All right. Any other Commissioner comments? 

 

23:02 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

Just that the exchange or when you talk about a virtual exchange, we don't have any students in 

class. And I don't think they're going to be there until probably September, August, September of 

this year. So maybe that would be something to look forward in August to, to get that going with 

Mito or hopefully Victoria-Gasteiz at the same time. 



10 
 

 

23:23 Chair Taline Cole:  

Right. Great. Any other? Any other comments? Any staff comments? Kimberly, do you want to 

talk about I got the invitation to the volunteer Thank you event. 

 

23:44 Kimberly Kelemen:  

Yes, those are my coworkers putting that event together. And we're really excited to bring 

something to our volunteers this year, it's so important for us to be able to recognize all the hard 

work and and so we're happy to do that. I just have one other thing. On behalf of Maggie, who's 

not here with us. We mentioned at the last meeting that there is a Brown Act and ethics training 

on March the 31st. For it's mandatory for all new members and it is optional for any returning or 

existing members. So she asked if I can get a list today of anybody who will be attending. We 

know that Elizabeth, you did RSVP. So thank you. Is anybody else on this call? planning on it? 

Yeah. Brian Stanley.  Awesome. I will let her know. Thank you. 

 

24:29 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

If we took it at City Hall here. A few years ago. Are we good? Or should we revisit that? 

 

24:37 Kimberly Kelemen:  

Do you feel like you're good?  If you're comfortable with if you're comfortable with it, then no 

but if you'd like a refresher, you know, it's it's via zoom. So it's really easy to attend. And I would 

definitely encourage anybody who would like a refresher to join that meeting. 

 

24:53 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

You know how long that's going to be one interfere with the virtual community service meeting, 

same day. 

 

24:59 Kimberly Kelemen:  

Are you sure it’s not interrupting with the ducks game? No. I'm teasing. 

 

25:07 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

If the ducks are there, that could be a completely different story. Because you know, we have to 

explore our Anaheim and I don't have an angel schedule. So I don't know how that's gonna work. 

I already made that complaint already about the ducks game. So 

 

25:18 Kimberly Kelemen:  

I don't know, I don't know, Jim, but I could find out the length of the meeting. But if you're not 

able to commit today, please do email Maggie or myself. And we'll get you registered for that 

meeting. Thank you. 

 

25:32 Commissioner Elizabeth Jabaz  

Can you please, can you please remind me the date and time? 

 

25:36 Kimberly Kelemen:  

Oh we have to let her know by the 26th. It's March 31. At 530. Maggie did send out an email. 

But if you need us to resend the information, we're happy to do that. 
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25:47 Commissioner Elizabeth Jabaz:  

All right, thank you very much. Of course. Thank you. Appreciate that. 

 

25:52 Kimberly Kelemen:  

That's all I have Taline. 

 

25:54 Chair Taline Cole:  

Thank you. 

 

Vice Chair Lori Dinwiddie:  

No, I do have one question. So um, I saw that Sjany is our acting, community person. Is there a 

timeline to put in a new person? 

 

26:08 Kimberly Kelemen:  

Greg, do you want to take that one? 

 

26:10 Greg Garcia:  

Oh, are you referring to the community services director position? Yeah. So she's, she's acting as 

the interim right now. And I believe that it's been put on the street for applications or a 

permanent replacement for Larry, ask our previous committee services director. And so I don't 

know exactly when that closes. But I think it's pretty soon. And so then we'll go through that 

process of interviews and everything else. And we'll see. We'll see where we are. But yeah, we 

intend on filling that position sooner rather than later. Perfect. Thank you. 

 

 

26:47 Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

What is Sjany’s title now? Just curious. Interim. Before that, she was the deputy director prior to 

that. Yeah, so she was second. second in command. We can only wish your wish her luck that we 

get internally here as he makes moves forward. Just like Greg becoming city manager someday.  

 

Greg Garcia: 

Don’t curse me like that. 

 

Treasurer James Dinwiddie:  

I know. You're happy where you're at. Thank God. 

 

27:20 Chair Taline Cole:  

All right. Any other comments? I got it be much longer than meeting but it will adjourn it at 4:36 

pm.  All right. Thank you everyone. 

 

27:39 

It’s a good to see everybody. Take care and be well. Bye. Take care. Goodbye. 
 


