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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

City of Anaheim
CONVENTION, SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT
DEPARTMENT

DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2015
FROM: CONVENTION, SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 

DEPARTMENT
SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ANAHEIM PERFORMING 

ARTS CENTER FOUNDATION’S EFFORTS TO DEVELOP A 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER IN THE CITY OF ANAHEIM

ATTACHMENT (Y/N): YES ITEM # 14

ACTION:  

That the City Council, by Motion, approve a Resolution of support for the Anaheim 
Performing Arts Center Foundation (APACF) for their efforts in developing a new 
performing arts center in the City of Anaheim on the current site of the City National 
Grove of Anaheim, or elsewhere in the City. 

DISCUSSION: 

At the October 7, 2014, City Council meeting, then Mayor Pro-Tem Kris Murray asked 
staff to explore the feasibility of developing a new performing arts center in the City of 
Anaheim (City) on the current site of the City National Grove of Anaheim (Grove) and 
to bring back a resolution of support between the City and APACF for the development 
of a performing arts center at the Grove site.

Staff first took the step to hire a performing arts consultant who could provide a market 
and feasibility analysis to determine the viability of a new performing arts center in 
Anaheim.  Staff solicited proposals from three qualified firms; AMS Planning and 
Research (AMS), Arup North America, Ltd., and Webb Management Services, Inc.  
Staff evaluated the proposals and AMS was ultimately selected as they met the 
requirements of the scope of work and provided the best financial proposal.  AMS is 
based in Southport, Connecticut, with a west coast office in Seattle, Washington.

AMS' analysis consisted of a market analysis, using the Grove site as the geographic 
center, primary consumer research, a competitive venue analysis, comparable venue case 
studies and an emerging vision workshop. Through their research, AMS found that the 
Anaheim area is a very strong market for arts consumption.  They found that musical 
theater, pop music concerts, comedy and first run films have a higher than average 
attendance and interest.  Support for a new performing arts center was very strong with 
over 80% of respondents in favor.  On the whole, this support translates to the same or 
higher participation.  AMS also discovered that audiences are generally willing to travel 
at least 10 miles to attend arts activities, with 70% willing to travel more than 10 miles.
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The proposed Resolution sets forth the City’s support of APACF's continued efforts to 
develop a new performing arts center in the City at the Grove site.  Additionally, the 
Resolution specifies that while the City is not committing any general funding for the 
construction and operation of a performing arts center, the City will continue to 
collaborate and partner with APACF and its membership on exploring any and all 
opportunities that promote the ongoing efforts to establish a performing arts center in the 
City and will consider the use of City land, or other in-kind contributions, to the 
development of a performing arts center in the City, as the City has done in recent years 
with the Anaheim Family YMCA, Boys and Girls Clubs of Anaheim, and Anaheim 
GOALS Academy.

IMPACT ON BUDGET:

There is no budgetary impact. 

Respectfully submitted,

Tom Morton
Executive Director
Convention, Sports & Entertainment Department
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1. Resolution


